Health Gandif.ians.

In the main the health of the people on the Pribilof Islands,
Alaska, during the calendar year 1918, has been good. Births have ex-
ceaded deaths as siwvm by the census report and no dangerous epidemic
Vaf a#r infectious diseuse manifested itself. Through the greatest of
good fortune Spanish Anfluenza did not reach these isolated lslands.
Grave conseguences wers foreseen in case it should have broken out.
Diptheria m"‘%‘ﬁ“ﬁtam the Bureau's supply vessel Roosevelt J'but; fortun-
ately befors there had been any exposures Qf}' consequence the use of k
sntitoxin 'b;v the St. Paul physician was effective in preventing the
introduction of this disease. The vessel was quarantined in Unalaska
wntil it wae sufe to returndy Uh aelacde, 7

The labor connected with ﬁhe taking of upwards of 30,000 sas.lf
skins&in the short period of sbout two months was very fatiguing to
the natives because 1t had been so long since they had been employed
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to such gn extent before. ot sime 1889 had bean tak!n -

which was of course *befc:re most warkman of the ;pres‘smt gemra.%mn

were old enough to ga on the xilling fields. ;'Ct is baliwud that ‘1

subseguent semacms this diffieulty will not be mcomtwa& ‘bo sueh am
gppreciable we?nt. :

Severcl major pperstions were suceessfully performes

~ physicians, mﬁﬁtm ‘ mw




efficient mediczl zand hospital atiention his life was s;veﬁ)but he was
incapacitated for many mounths.
{he Bursau sent some lantern slides to Lt. Poul Islznd which were
received from the Public Health Service. These were shown in comrection
¢

with motion picture exhibitions and were productive of cénsidersble

interest among Doth nstives and enployeecs.

Just As with the schools progrese toward an idesl sitastios in medi-
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made each seuson, and when it is considered thot 60 yoars ~go the popula-
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SR ea b e~1110 rcca‘ts are Highly satisfe :ctory. IDach year narks a
step rorward in the betterment of th¢ nutives from both £ medical and
moral standpoint$. One of the greatest results obtzined hss seemed to
be the elimination of church practices whilh were conducive to the
spread of tuberculosis and other communicable diseases. The natives in
general are amenable to diseipline and after a little cheerful persuasion
are willing to abandon inherited and acquired customs which are believed
to be injurious. Physicians have compared the island communities most
favorably with such places as coal mining camps. Some of the Bureau's
officials who have had occasion to visit many parts of iAlaska in the
1
course of their dutj’?lave stated that the conditions on the Pribilofs
Mk,

are ,\hetter than among the other nutive communities, ir-the-northern-terri-
tory-wi-th-but—-ene-or two possible exceptions.

In the fall of 1918‘- A. C. Reynolds, then assistant sgent on St.

Paul Island, was taken ill with what was diagnosed brain tumor. His







